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An Analysis of the Relationship between Titles and the Function
of Seals in Administrative Parts of Astan Quds Razavi in Qajar
Era

Abolfazl Hassanabady®

Abstract

Titles are of the main yet under-researched issues in Qajar era. This study aimed to investigate
the titles in Astan Quds Razavi and their relationship with seals in the organization in the Qajar
era. Discussing such issues as the history of titles in Iran and Astan Quds Razavi in Qajar era, this
study explored the relationship between titles and family seals, personal seals, and jobs and the
reasons and ways the titles were produced. This study tried to fill the gap regarding the titles and
their relationships with the seals and their functions in administrative parts. The results showed
that following the formation and proliferation of some titles in the Qajar era, various titles began
to be used in the administrative organizations of Astan Quds Razavi. The survived titles can be
categorized into hereditary and non-hereditary under family, personal, and job titles. Titles are
issued by the king, custodian and governor of Khorasan and their holders were bestowed, given
the requested title, the occupational and financial prestige. Seemingly, there has been a direct
relationship between the seal and the titles in Qajar era. Many of the title holders added the title
to their seals as a criterion.
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