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Sadr al-Atebba’ and the Legacy of Shamlou Family
(Genealogy and Medicine Services)

Gholamreza Azari Khakestar?!

Abstract

The genealogy of old families and examining their social activities indicate that certain profes-
sions have been hereditary and continued for many generations, so that the occupations would
be considered part of their historical identity. Examining the history of influential families of
Mashhad shows that hereditary professions, even artistic or religious ones, continued for sev-
eral generations in some families associated with the Holy Shrine of Imam Reza (AS). Regarding
medicine, some member of old families have been well-known to the people of Mashhad for
several generations as physicians. The Shamlu family is considered one of the old families of
Mashhad, whose genealogy indicates the presence of physicians for three generations (i.e., from
Mirza Gholam Ali Sadr al-Ateba’ to his descendants). This study sought is to explore the history
of the Shamlu family and the continuation of the medical profession within this family. There-
fore, through examining family documents and oral history, this study dealt with two fundamen-
tal questions about the history of this family, medical narratives, and family heritage.
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