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Shiite Symbols in Pilgrimage Scrolls (The Case of
Pilgrimage Scroll of Astan Quds Razavi

Susan Nikjou?, Seyed Mohsen Hoseini*

Abstract

ocusing on survived documentaries to understand more on religious rituals is a fundamental
purpose of understanding religious agency and how they are manifested in society. Pilgrimage is
aritual and mode of worship in Islam, encompassing visits to sacred places and innocent figures.
Several objects and symbols that are represented and depicted in the form of sacred images have
been produced in diverse dimensions over the centuries. Pilgrimage scrolls can be considered
evident examples that can be significant sources for examining the historical trajectory of reli-
gions, since they depict several locations, objects, symbols, and religious ceremonies. This study
tried to introduce a textual-visual pilgrimage scroll kept in the Library and Documentation Cen-
ter of Astan Quds Razavi. The results showed that there are some survived scrolls in the centers,
libraries, and museums over the glove, and the scroll kept in the Astan Quds Razavi is similar to
the Nippur scroll, but can be considered a complete extant visual representation and be comple-
ment of each other for analyzing pilgrimage scrolls. The scroll kept in the Astan Quds Razavi de-
serves to be examined not only at is a pilgrimage scroll but also from a mystical-Sufi perspective.
This specific scroll embraces the unique depictions of the Shiite pilgrimage symbols and some
part of symbols pertaining to the narrative of the Prophet Muhammad’s ascension (Me’raj). The
depicted religious seeker goes through Mecca, visits sacred places, and ultimately arrives at the
holy shrine of Imam Reza. He awaits gazing the continuation of the path that only the perfect
human being, that is, Prophet Muhammad, has successfully went through and reached the abso-
lute light. This pilgrimage scroll crystalizes the delicate and keen insight of its illustrator as it is
featured with the entirety of the pilgrimage in the journey towards the origin of divinity.

Keywords: Pilgrimage, Pilgrimage Scroll, Shiite Symbols, Religious Ascension (Me’raj), Complete
Man, Bektashism Order
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