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Abstract

Pilgrims to the Holy Shrine of Imam Reza (AS) have historically offered various objects,
both directly and indirectly, as votive offerings (Nozur). Coins has been a significant part
of these offerings. These coins were gold, silver, copper, and other alloys, which varied
widely in terms of their minting date and geographic origin, and these factors directly influ-
enced their eventual fate. No systematic research has been done so far to explore methods
of these votive coins of the Astan Quds Razavi. This study tried to find an answer for this
question: What has been the trajectory of votive coins in the Astan Quds Razavi from the
late Qajar period to the Islamic Revolution? Relying on unpublished archival documents,
this study showed that during periods when votive collection was leased to contractors, the
precise fate of the coins remains undocumented. However, during the deputy custodianship
of Pakravan, these coins were formally sold. From 1328 SH (1949) onward, following the
minting of commemorative coins for the birth of Imam Reza (AS), damaged and soldered
coins provided the raw bullion for new coins. Moreover, votive coins were used in the ren-
ovation of sacred doors such as those of Dar al-Siyadah and Payine Pa, and the construction
of Zarih. Only a small part of the coins that have significant historical value was selected to
be preserved in the numismatic museum. This historical study was done using the adminis-
trative documents of the Astan Quds Razavi.

Introduction

The act of pilgrimage to the Holy Shrine of Imam Reza has long been accompanied by the
offering of many objects from various cities of world. Financial offerings have been tradi-
tionally deposited into the holy Zarih or delivered to the specialized Votive Department.
Cash offerings consisted of both banknotes and coins, the latter playing a fundamental role
in the economic system of the Qajar and early Pahlavi eras. Therefore, a substantial part of
coins from across the Islamic and non-Islamic world have been annually dedicated to the
Holy Shrine. Beyond their economic value and material composition, the critical issue is in
the fate of these endowments. This study tried to see what happened to these coins. It also
tried to understand what specific applications these coins had, and if the historical signifi-
cance of the coins influences their fate.
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zine after the coup that was moving from a connection between religion and politics toward
the consolidation of religious traditions, reflects the broader socio-political transitions of
the era. The emphasis on education, especially women’s literacy, shows the periodical's
concern to enlightenment and cultural cultivation of the local community. This study con-
tributes to a better understanding of the role of local periodicals in the contemporary history
of Iran.
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