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Abstract

Introduction: The Timurid era (771-916 AH) is considered a remarkable era in the history
of the Islamic world. Over this era, Mashhad emerged as a great princely seat, garnering
significant patronage from monarchs such as Shahrokh (807-850 AH) and Soltan Hossein
Bayqara (862-911 AH). The architectural synthesis of the Goharshad Mosque and various
schools paved the way for the transformation of the Holy Shrine of Imam Reza (AS) into a
significant place for political and administrative decisions.

Explicating the exact administrative origins of Astan Quds Razavi is still a historiographical
challenge, but officials have consistently overseen the shrine’s affairs since the Ghaznavid
period. Over the history these officials have been identified as Naqib, a title that transitioned
to Motawalli or Naeb al-Towliya in the Safavid era. Primary archival documents are consid-
ered the most veracious sources for discovering the institutional evolutions; however, few
original documents of the Timurid era have survived. The existing records are mainly used
as copies in the contemporary royal letters (Monsha’at), such as the Munsha’ate Meybodi
and the Khajeh Abdollah Morvarid’s Monsha’at. This study examined the diplomatics of
these records, their informative value, and the structural differences among the decrees that
issued by the Astan Quds Razavi or Sultan Hossein Bayqara.

Materials and Methods: Using a documentary-archival method and focusing on both dip-
lomatics and substantive content analysis, this study explored one decree (Neshan) and two
mandates (Manshours). The first document (issued in 845 AH), preserved in the Safinch
manuscript at the National Library, authorizes the collection of votive offerings. It was
issued to Sayyid Ahmad al-Mashhadi by two prominent Mousavi Sayyids, Mohammad
ibn Abd al-Muttalib and Ali Akbar ibn Ala al-Din, authorizing him to gather donations
for the Holy Shrine. The second document (the copy of the decree of Imam), found in the
Al-Mashikhah (Kanz al-Salekin) manuscript, this document was issued by the supervisors
(noqgaba) of the Holy Shrine to honor and express gratitude toward Hamouei Yazdi upon
his departure from Mashhad (Hamuei, 1399/2020, pp. 130-136). The third document is The
imperial Manshur of Sultan Hussein Bayqara (906 AH), a administrative mandate, issued
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by the sovereign in favor of Salek al-Din Mohammad Hamouei as he traveled from Herat to
Yazd. It commands provincial governors and road wardens to ensure his protection and pro-
vide an escort to his destination (Hamuei, 1399/2020, pp. 137-138). Archival method was
used to explore all aspects of the originality of the documents, and systematically rewrite
it. The data was categorized into informative tables to facilitate a comparative analysis of
structural elements and institutional hierarchies.

Results: The explored documents showed the remarkable administrative significance and
institutional prestige of the Holy Shrine of Imam Reza (AS) over the Timurid era. The
Mousavi and Razavi Sayyids were not merely religious personalities but belonged to the
great scholarly and political elite of this period. Their religious and political status, as well
as the sacral legitimacy of the Holy Shrine, created a unique power and empowered the or-
ganization to issue its decrees and mandates for internal governance. The structural features
of Astan Quds Razavi’s documents show distinct nuances when compared to those issued
by the Timurid imperial court. The macro structure show certain formal similarities, but a
significant divergence is evident in the the conclusion of the document. Specifically, the
linguistic register shifts from the categorical and imperative tone of the imperial mandates
to a highly respectful tone of the decrees issued by the authorities of the Holy Shrine.

Conclusion: The analysis of these documents showed the operational mechanisms of reli-
gious organizations in this era and demonstrated the strategic patronage extended by Timu-
rid monarchs toward a Shiite center of power. Historically, studies have confined Timurid
support for the Holy Shrine to the realm of architectural endowments and material gifts;
however, this study revealed the administrative autonomy and the extent of jurisdictional
authority held by the Holy Shrine. A comparative study of Astan Quds documents and
imperial mandates revealed that, due to the different nature of their issuance, they are fun-
damentally distinct in both rhetorical tone and content.
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