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Introduction

The concept of document validity in Iran is a multifaceted and fundamental phenom-
enon, historically intertwined with interpersonal trust, jurisprudential legitimacy, and
institutional frameworks. This study aimed to reconstruct the evolutionary trajectory of
the concept of Hojjiyat (probative force) of documents, tracing its shift from personal
and religious trust to institutional and legal validity. Therefore, it explores the historical
formation of trust in Iran’s legal and archival systems. This study is considered signifi-
cant not only because of its legal analysis of documents but also due to identifying the
connection between jurisprudence, social custom, legislative structures, and modern
technologies that determine the production, registration, and the citation of documents.
This study shows that the concept of document validity is the outcome of a historical
interaction between trust, legitimacy, and institutional structure, and its analysis is con-
sidered a key to understanding Iran’s legal, social, and economic order.

Method

This study used a descriptive-analytical approach in a historical-comparative frame-
work. Data was collected from library sources, historical and registry documents, civil
and registration laws, and theoretical studies on the social history, jurisprudence, phi-
losophy of law, and archival science. Thematic Analysis and Conceptual Comparison
were used to rebuild the connections between key concepts such as “social trust”, “legal
legitimacy”, and “institutional memory”. This study is a interdisciplinary one. Integrat-
ing the sociology of trust, jurisprudential foundations of transactions, and archival the-
ories, it tried to provide an analytical-historical framework and show how trust changed
from the individual level to the institutional and, ultimately, the technological level.

Results

The historical analysis of this study showed that document validity in Iran has under-
gone a continuous four-stage process: In the Qajar era, document validity formed on the
religious and moral status of individuals and the endorsement of sharia courts (mahzar),
Here, the validity was based on personality and personal trust. In the early constitu-
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tional era, the establishment of the judiciary and the ratification of new laws paved the
way for a gradual shift of authority from individuals to institutions. Here, customary
and religious legitimacy were still decisive, but official and ordinary documents oper-
ated in an interactive relationship. In the modern era, when the registration law was
confirmed and formal archives were formed, document validity was transferred to le-
gal institutions. The official document became the fundamental criterion for probative
force and executive enforceability. Finally, the emergence of digital technologies and
electronic signatures was the beginning of a new phase of this trajectory. Trust shifted
from institutions to technological systems; however, the social and moral legitimacy are
necessary for the stability of documents’ validity. This trajectory shows that tradition
and modernity have functioned hand in hand, rather than in opposition. Here, digital
documents are the natural historical extension of the validity of documents in Iran.

Discussion and Conclusion

Considering the findings, one can conclude that validity of documents in Iran is the
result of a constructive interaction between jurisprudence, social custom, law, and tech-
nology. This interaction has consistently paved the way for the reduction of litigation
while enhancement of social and institutional trust. A historical-comparative analysis
of the Qajar era, the early constitutional, and contemporary periods showed that jur-
isprudential legitimacy, social trust, and technological capability are three pillars of
document validity. Considering the findings, some key policy recommendations are
made: a) redefining the concept of the “document” to formally include electronic doc-
uments and their evidentiary status; b) strengthening the cultural legitimacy of technol-
ogy through public education to enhance digital trust; c) establishing integrated digital
archives under the authoritative jurisprudential-legal supervision; d) formulating an in-
digenous theory of institutional and technological trust, which is specific to the Islamic
world; e) expanding jurisprudential and legal research on the modern technologies such
as digital signatures and blockchain. This study showed that the historical continuity of
trust from traditional sharia courts to digital platforms is the central axis for understand-
ing document validity in Iran. Here, institutional memory still plays the major role in
shaping the legal and social order.
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