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Article Info Abstract
Article type:
Research Article The institution of waqf (charitable endowment) has long been one of the most enduring

socio-economic mechanisms in Iranian society, particularly within urban and semi-urban

settings. Throughout different historical periods, waqf served as an effective instrument for
Article history: sustaining religious, educational, and public services, while also contributing to the social
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munal religious life. By regulating the allocation and management of endowed assets, waqf
played an essential role in sustaining religious activities and influencing the socio-econom-
ic dynamics of local society.
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Keywords: Despite the significance of this institution, the local dynamics of waqf formation and its so-
Astan Quds Razavi, cial consequences in Barforush during thc? pre-Qajar per?oq have receivgd limited.sch.olarly
Seal Hold attention. This study seeks to address this gap by providing an analytical examination of
cal Holder the types and functions of waqf endowments in Barforush from the mid-Safavid period to
Engraver, the end of the Zand era.
Seal Vendor, The primary objective of this study is to analyze the diversity of waqf properties and their
Archival Documents, functional roles, alongside an examination of the social status and position of the waqf
Historical Professions. founders (wagqifs) who established these endowments. The main research questions of this

study are organized around three interrelated dimensions: first, the types of properties en-
dowed in Barforush between 1065 and 1203 AH (1654-1789); second, the religious, edu-
cational, and urban functions fulfilled by these endowments; and third, the extent to which
these patterns correspond to changes in the social composition of waqf founders during the
Safavid and Zand periods.

Methodology
This study adopts an analytical approach to the social history of waqf to analyzes the rel-
evant documentary sources. The primary sources of this study consist of surviving waqf
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deeds from Barforush, which are regarded not only as legal instruments but also as so-
cial documents reflecting the values, priorities, and material capacities of their founders.
Through systematic examination and classification, data were extracted concerning the
types of endowed properties, the declared intentions of the waqf founders, their titles or
occupations, and the chronological context of each endowment. These data were then an-
alyzed within their broader historical and social contexts, allowing for an interpretation of
the various patterns and practices of waqf formation during the period under study.

The findings reveal a significant diversity in both the material forms and functional pur-
poses of waqf in Barforush. The endowed properties included agricultural lands, commer-
cial shops, public bathhouses (hammams), gardens, residential houses, and, in some cases,
larger architectural units such as mansions. This diversity reflects the diversified economic
structure of Barforush, where agricultural production, market activities, and urban services
coexisted and mutually reinforced one another.

From a functional perspective, the waqf deeds reveal a wide range of intended purposes.
These include ritual and devotional functions, such as providing food for commemorative
ceremonies of Imam Husayn (peace be upon him); educational functions, including finan-
cial support for students of religious sciences and the maintenance of schools; religious
service functions, such as the repair, lighting, and upkeep of mosques and shrines; and
urban-religious functions related to the support of religious personnel and the maintenance
of public religious spaces.

A comparison between the Safavid and Zand periods reveals significant differences. During
the Safavid era, waqf activity was predominantly associated with individuals holding reli-
gious or honorific-administrative titles, and their endowments largely served to reinforce
ritual practices and shrine-centered religious life in line with Safavid sectarian policies. In
contrast, a broader pattern of social participations is observed the establishment of waqf
during the Zand period, as artisans, merchants, and commercial professionals increasing-
ly appeared among benefactors. This shift reflects transformations in Barforush’s urban
economy. It also highlights the growing importance of waqf as a mechanism for financing
educational institutions and sustaining religious and urban infrastructure in a more localized
and socially inclusive manner.

This study concludes that waqf in Barforush was more than a purely devotional or char-
itable practice. Rather, it functioned as a durable social mechanism through which bene-
factors could consolidate their moral legitimacy and enhance their social standing, while
simultaneously securing a lasting economic presence within the urban community. The
transformation observed from the late Safavid to the Zand period reflects the adaptability of
wagqf practices to shifts in social composition and changing civic needs. In this regard, the
wagqf system in Barforush both mirrored existing social structures and actively contributed
to the formation and reproduction of the city’s religious, educational, and urban order in
the pre-Qajar period.
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