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Background and Research Problem

During the Qajar period, the port of Bushehr was one of the most important centers of
maritime trade and a major hub connecting Iran to the Persian Gulf and international
markets. The expansion of commercial activities in the port, accompanied by the grow-
ing presence of foreign merchants and companies, gave rise to a range of legal disputes
and challenges concerning commercial transactions, financial claims, customs matters,
and merchants’ obligations. Under these circumstances, the weaknesses and inadequa-
cies of the Qajar state’s judicial and executive institutions, together with the extensive
presence of foreign diplomatic and consular representatives, particularly those of Brit-
ain, led some commercial disputes being pursued outside the regular jurisdiction of
Iranian official institutions and pursued through consular intervention. Accordingly, the
central problem addressed in this study is to examine the nature of the legal challenges
surrounding trade in Bushehr and to elucidate the role of the British consulate in ad-
dressing such disputes.

Research Objective

The primary objective of this study is to identify the major legal issues and disputes
associated with trade in the port of Bushehr and to analyze the manner in which the
British consulate intervened in these disputes. The study also seeks to determine the
extent to which consular records can illuminate the legal and commercial relations of
Bushehr and reveal the relationship between Iran’s judicial institutions and the interests
of British subjects and merchants.

Research Method

This study employs a historical-analytical approach based on documentary research. Its
primary data are drawn from British consular records concerning the port of Bushehr
for the period 1911-1913 (1290-1292 SH). Among these records, a three-page docu-
ment was selected as a case study, and its contents were examined using qualitative
content analysis. The analysis focuses on the types of disputes, the subjects of conten-
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tion, the parties involved, the manner in which the consulate pursued the cases, and the
relationship between legal issues and British economic and political interests.

Research finding

The findings indicate that a substantial proportion of the issues reflected in the doc-
ument concerned commercial disputes, financial claims, and customs disagreements.
The document demonstrates that the British consulate did not merely act as an ad-
ministrative intermediary in such cases. Rather, through correspondence, the pursuit of
claims, and the protection of British subjects and commercial interests, it intervened in
the process of resolving disputes. This situation was associated, on the one hand, with
the limited capacity of the Qajar state’s judicial and executive institutions to manage
commercial disputes effectively and, on the other, with Britain’s stronger economic and
political position in the region.

Accordingly, the legal issues reflected in the document cannot be regarded merely as
disputes between individuals or merchants. Rather, these claims and disputes emerged
within the broader context of political, economic, and legal relations between Iran and
Britain.

Conclusion

The examination of the case study demonstrates that British consular records, in addi-
tion to their administrative and legal value, constitute an important source for recon-
structing the history of trade and legal relations in the port of Bushehr during the final
years of the Qajar period. These records indicate that weaknesses in Iran’s domestic
legal and judicial structures, together with the growing influence of foreign powers, cre-
ated conditions in which consular representatives could play an effective role in com-
mercial disputes and in protecting the interests of their nationals. From this perspective,
consular records not only reflect the legal challenges associated with trade in Bushehr
but also reveal asymmetrical power relations and the interconnectedness of commerce,
law, and political influence in southern Iran during the late Qajar period
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‘with the highost Tonpect,
.
Sir,
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h)

{Sﬁu ?Z Bon Lt-Colonel.

The Right Honourable,
Sir Edward Groy,Bart.,K.0.;M«Pey
His Yajesty's Principal Uecrotory of State
for VForelgn Affairs,
Forelgn Office,
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