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Article Info Abstract

Article type: Introduction
Persian paintings, particularly the works of Kamal al-Din Behzad, have long been regarded

Research Article as valuable visual sources for understanding various aspects of historical realities, including
lifestyles, clothing, architecture, and related social and cultural practices. This study aims
to elucidate the relationship between women’s clothing and the physical characteristics of

Article history: architectural spaces depicted in Behzad’s miniatures. The main research question is: What

Received: 25 October 2025 relationship exists between women’s clothing and architectural features in Behzad’s min-

iatures? The study adopts a descriptive-analytical method and a qualitative approach. The
study population of the study comprises 13 miniatures attributed to Kamal al-Din Behzad.
Accepted: 25 April 2026 The findings indicate that there is a limited relationship between women’s clothing as de-
Available online: 21 August 2026 picted in the miniatures and the types of architectural spaces. This relationship was observed
primarily in certain chromatic correspondences between women’s clothing and architectural
elements, with some miniatures exhibiting a degree of color harmony between the charac-
ters’ garments and the colors employed within the architectural spaces. However, no signif-
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Keywords: icant relationship was observed in other elements, including the form of women’s clothing
Persian miniature painting, and the relationship between the decorative motifs of garments and architectural elements.
women’s clothing, The simultaneous presence of clothing and architecture in the miniatures appears to have

been shaped more by the painter’s artistic choices, the demands of artistic expression, and
the narrative nature of the works than by an intention to provide an accurate representation
Kamal al-Din Behzad, of the social realities of the period.

Timurid period.

architecture,

literature of review

To date, numerous studies have been conducted on Timurid miniature painting, wom-
en’s clothing, and architectural spaces, each addressing one aspect of the subject
under investigation in the present study. Razannejad Yazdi et al. (2017), in their ar-
ticle entitled “An Examination of the Social Status of Women with an Emphasis on
Women'’s Clothing in Timurid-Era Miniatures,” analyze women’s clothing as depict-
ed in the miniatures of this period. According to this study, women in the Timurid
period were depicted in the miniatures in accordance with their social status: court
women portrayed in luxurious clothing, while women from the general population
were depicted in simpler clothing. Mohammadi (2024), in the article entitled “An Ex-
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amination of the Social Status of Court Women in Timurid Miniatures,” analyzes the roles
of women at court and the ways in which they were represented in Timurid miniatures;
however, the study focuses primarily on the courtly context rather than on architectural el-
ements. This study demonstrates that Timurid miniature painting was not merely an artistic
form but also a significant visual source for understanding the roles, social status, and life-
styles of women of the Timurid dynasty within the political and cultural context of the peri-
od. Kazempour et al. (2018), in their article entitled “Reconstructing Timurid Architectural
Ornamentation in the Miniatures of Kamal al-Din Behzad,” provide a detailed analysis of
architectural ornamentation in Behzad’s works. An examination of three works by Kamal
al-Din Behzad reveals that key features of Timurid architecture—including arches, por-
tals, architectural forms, tilework, and characteristic decorative elements—are represented
across settings such as bathhouses, palaces, and mosques. David J. Roxburgh (1999), in his
article entitled “Kamal al-Din Behzad and the Concept of Authorship in Persian Painting,”
argues that, through innovative compositional strategies, close attention to the details of
everyday life, the depiction of diverse human expressions, and the careful integration of
figures with their spatial settings, Kamal al-Din Behzad introduced a new form of realism
into Persian miniature painting. This new form of realism was not merely the product of
Behzad’s individual genius; rather, it emerged from the interplay of established workshop
traditions, courtly patronage, and the growing need to render the social realities of his time
in a more tangible and perceptible manner. The distinctive feature of the present study
lies in its comparative examination of the relationship between women’s clothing and the
architectural features of the spaces depicted in the miniatures. In most previous studies,
attention has been devoted exclusively to one of these two elements, while the relationship
between them has received comparatively limited analytical attention.

Research method

This study adopts a qualitative approach and employs a descriptive-analytical research
methodology. All miniatures relevant to the subject of this study were collected from a
range of sources and systematically examined. A comparative analysis was then conducted
across elements such as clothing styles, colors, spatial settings, motifs, and decorative el-
ements in order to determine whether a relationship exists between women’s clothing and
architectural features.

Study population

Based on the scholars of miniatures’ examination, a total of 99 miniatures attributed to
Kamal al-Din Behzad were identified in which architectural elements are depicted with no-
table precision and diversity. In the present study, a total of 13 miniatures from illustrated
Timurid manuscripts attributed to Kamal al-Din Behzad were subjected to detailed anal-
ysis. The aim was to comparatively examine architectural features and women’s clothing
within a common analytical framework. Of the 13 miniatures examined, only two exam-
ples, selected for their particularly close correspondence and clarity in the representation
of the subject.

Conclusion

Given the realism associated with Behzad’s miniature painting and the longstanding in-
terplay between architecture and patterns of life, one would expect women’s clothing in
these miniatures to correspond more closely with the architectural features of the depicted
settings. However, the findings indicate that this relationship is reflected only to a limited
extent, primarily through color and other minor forms of visual correspondence. This neg-
ative finding is nevertheless significant, as it demonstrates that even in ostensibly realistic
miniatures, the visual representation of everyday life—particularly women’s clothing—
does not necessarily correspond to the same degree of specificity or fidelity as the rep-
resentation of architectural features. In other words, the limited correspondence between
women’s clothing and architectural features should not be regarded as a shortcoming of the
study; rather, it highlights the representational constraints of Timurid miniature painting
and provides a basis for comparative studies of other artistic schools and periods.
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